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Effect on 
understanding / 

use / content 
negligible?

Understanding /
 usefulness of target text 

affected?
Meaning lost / obscured?

Error apparent 
to any editor?

 

0 points

yes

no

no = mechanical error 
(identifiable without 
viewing source text);
maximum 4 points

no

yes

yes = translation / 
transfer / strategy error 

See overall questions, below 
at left.

Error apparent to typical 
target reader?

(text still intelligible)

no

yes

Error disruptive to typical 
target reader?

(effort required for 
understanding) 

yes

no

1 point

2 points

4 points

 Merely slight impact 
on understanding / 

use / content?

no

yes
1 point

no

yes
2 points

Is disruption
limited in scope?

yes

no

4 points

no

Text as a whole 
still usable 

despite this serious error? 

yes
8 points

16 points

0 points

Overall questions to guide decisions:
Can target text be used for intended purpose?
Is it intelligible to the intended target reader?
Does it transfer the meaning of the source text?

Is interference
 minimal? 
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